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CHRISTMAS AGAIN 


No festival compares with Christmas in the spirit of joyous happiness. 
There is Easter Yes, but it is yet quite different. Memories of 
Christmas celebrations of long ago are deeply hidden away in the con- 
sciousness of most persons with some kind of a religious Christian back- 
ground. To many they are as a beacon light as he or she, late in life, 
wanders far from childhood scenes and experiences. Such a one came 
from a home in a European country many years ago, but when Christmas- 
tide comes around he will yet tell with enthusiasm of his remembrances of 
the chiming of the church bells when he was a child. In the quiet of the 
evening of First Vespers of Christmas the bell in the village church would 
be chimed for an hour, bringing home to the parishioners the happy fact 
of the Christmas celebrations. Soon another bell would be heard, and 
then another, and another till the bells from no less than seven parish 
churches could be heard—all sounding forth their festive ushering in of 
the great Christian feast and their sound would make the very atmosphere 
vibrate for miles and miles. Then there was the home-festivity, then the 
festive church-going. 


It may well be said: Happy the man or woman, who—on going out 
into the world—is blessed with precious memories of happy Christmas 
celebrations in the paternal home—be it large or small—be it rich or 
poor—as well as church festivities of childhood days. It is true in the 
life of the individual—no less than in the life of a nation—what the crown 
prince of Denmark said in his first address to the people after the libera- 
tion of that country: “The people who is not rooted in the past with the 


present, has no future.” A Christian life without a Christian past may 
not be very easy. 


It is Christmas again. Once more the Church is celebrating the com- 
memoration of the Lord’s coming into this world in the flesh. Once more 
her children repeat the blessed words of the Church’s morning prayer: 


“The Word was made flesh: 
And dwelt among us. Hallelujah. 
Unto us the Christ is born: 
O come, let us worship Him. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 


Christ, the Lord, our Savious, Everlasting God and Mary’s son: 
We praise Thee evermore.” 


Childhood days are over, but childhood remembrances remain. The 
hearts of the friends of the Una Sancta have bled as one Christmas after 
the other passed and the message of the Prince of Peace was almost 
drowned in the constant reports of endless destruction of fellow-human 
beings, of houses and homes. Then peace came—peace as it goes—and 
once again the church’s bells (where they have not been stolen) peal out 
their call to worship and to give thanks. The time-tested hymns of praise 
and adoration are again upon the lips of God’s people—far and near. In 
every corner of the globe. Strange to notice how the church even through 
the war has been made known. Time and again the soldiers have reported 
their amazement in finding Christian colonies in the backwoods of the 
world—in the far off Pacific islands where they feared to meet with 
cannibals. In place of terror, they found sympathy and kindness. Won- 
derful thought : we are all one with them and with as many as found in the 
child Jesus their Savious and their Lord. It is wonderful to contemplate 
the Una Sancta. It is as wide as the world and yet as limited as the 


individual human heart. Did you ever try, dear friend of the Una Sancta, 
to sit down to meditate on the unlimited beauty of the Church of God and 
on yourself as a member through grace of that very body—the body of 
Christ—the fellowship of the Saints of God. ‘There may be times when 
one feels himself left alone and cast upon his own resources ; he may have 
to look far for those who fully understand; at times it may even seem as 
though even in the midst of a professing church there may be a sense of 
loneliness which is most depressing. My dear brother or sister, let your 
thought wander on and you will realize that the loneliness was only seem- 
ingly so—for are you not in the midst of the great chorus whose praise 
goes up as a ceaseless cloud of incense before the Throne of the Lamb, 
“Whose we are and Whom we serve.” 


It is Christmas. The Una Sancta and all her children rejoice for: 
unto us is born a Savious, who is Christ, the Lord. In spirit the blessed 
event of long ago becomes very near and present—. Time seems to cease 
and there is the stable and all. In spirit they all kneel adoring at the 
humble crib in yonder stable—be it at the humble home-altar, at the crib in 
the church, or be it at the communion at the church’s altar. 


It is Christmas. Let all rejoice in the marvelous truth, that God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son to be the Saviour of men. 


—J. Madsen 


Ab, dearest Jesus, Roly Child, 
Wake Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
‘Githin my heart,that it may 


AL quiet chamber kept for Thee, ~ 


DR. MARTIN LVTWER, 


| 


THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
(December 26 Through. February ) 
SAINT STEPHEN, PROTOMARTYR, (Dec. 26) 

“ ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. Do not lay this sin against them.’ 
And with these words he fell asleep.” Thus Stephen’the first of the 
Church to bleed for Christ, commended His soul into the care of His 
Lord. Rightly the Church has placed his feast day next to the Nativity of 
our Lord. To follow the Holy Babe of Bethlehem demands complete 
resignation to His will, yea, even death if it is demanded of us. The dying 
words of Saint Stephen arise as a thank offering and are united with the 
Christmas Gloria of the angels. Antiphon to the Magnificat: The heavenly 
portals are unfolded to Christ’s martyr, blessed Stephen: therefore he 
reigneth triumphant, crowned in heaven. 

GRANT, O LORD, that in all our sufferings here upon earth for the 
testimony of Thy truth we may steadfastly look up to heaven and by faith 
behold the glory that shall be revealed; and, being filled with the Holy 
Ghost, may learn to love and bless our persecutors by the example of Thy 
first martyr, Saint Stephen, who prayed for his murderers to Thee, O 
blessed Jesus, who standest at the right hand of God to succor all those 
that suffer for Thee, our only Mediator and Advocate; who livest and’ 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

SAINT JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST, (Dec. 27) 

Again we are led to the crib, this time by John, whom Jesus loved. 
To john were revealed many hidden things. It was he who pictured for 
us the Bride of Christ gloriously arrayed and who taught us to pray, 
“Come quickly, Lord Jesus.” 

Antiphon to the Magnificat: In the midst of the congregation he 
opened his mouth; and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and 
— in a robe of glory he arrayed him, Alleluia, Alleluia, 

eluia. 

MERCIFUL LORD, we beseech Thee to cast the bright beams of 
Thy light upon Thy Church that it, being instructed by the doctrines of 
Thy blessed Apostle and Evangelist Saint John, may attain to the light of 
— life; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth, etc. 

men. 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS, (Dec. 28) 

What a glorious host is gathered at the crib; Thomas, Stephen, John, 
and now the Sweet Flowerettes of the Martyr band. “These were re- 
deemed from among men, being the first fruits unto God, and to the Lamb. 
And in their mouth was found no guile.” 

O GOD, whose martyred innocents showed forth Thy praise not by’ 
speaking but by dying, mortify all vices within us that our lives may in 
deed confess Thy faith which our tongue uttereth; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen. 

Saint Sylvester, Bishop of Rome and Confessor, 335 A. D. (Vigil of 
the Circumcision and Holy Name of Jesus), (Dec. 31) Epistle: 1 Pet. 
5:1-4, 10-11; Gospel: St. Matt. 16:13-19. 

Sylvester led the Church of Christ through the vicious persecution of 


Diocletian. 


GRANT, we beséech Thee, O blessed Lord, that we who commem- 
orate Thy confessor and bishop, Saint Sylvester, may increase in faith 
and love towards Thee, the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. Who 
livest, etc. Amen. 
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CIRCUMCISION AND HOLY NAME OF JESUS, (New Year’s day) 
(Jan 1.) Octave of Christmas. 

“At that time, after eight days were accomplished that the child should 
be circumcised, His name was called JESUS, which was called by the 
angel, before He was conceived in the womb.” 

© LORD GOD, who for our sakes hast made Thy blessed Son, our 
Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to endure the circumcision of 
the flesh, grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may 
be pure from all sinful desires and lusts; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen. 

GOD, Who hast made Thine Only Begotten Son the Savior of man- 
kind and didst give Him the name of JESUS, mercifully grant that we 
who worship His name on earth may joyfully behold Him in heaven; 
through the same, etc. Amen. 

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD, (Jan. 6) 

“Alleluia, alleluia. We have seen His star in the east: and are come 
with gifts to adore the Lord. Alleluia.” 

O GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest Thine Only 
Begotten Son to the Gentiles, mercifully grant that we, who know Thee 
now by faith, may after this life have the fruition of Thy glorious God- 
head ; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth, etc. 
Amen. 
satis The Holy Family. The Sunday within the octave of the Feast of the 
Epiphany. (Since the octave day of Epiphany is a Sunday this year, this 
Feast is kept on Saturday, Jan. 12.) 

Epistle: Col. 3, 12-17. Gospel: St. Luke 2, 42-52. 

Jesus, Son of Mary, consecrate our homes. 

O LORD Jesus Christ, Who, being subject to Mary and Joseph, didst 
sanctify family life with wonderful virtues: teach us also by the example 
ot Thy Holy Family to live a life consecrated to Thee, that by Thy merits 
we may be counted members of Thy heavenly household for evermore. 
Who livest, etc. Amen. 

Saint Timothy, Bishop and Martyr, (Jan. 24). Epistle: 1 Tim. 
6, 11-16. Gospel, St. Matt. 16, 24-27. 

O GOD, who dost gladden us with the zeal and example of Saint 
Timothy : grant unto us a portion of his zeal, that we may labor untiringly 
for the salvation of immortal souls; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen 
THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL. (Jan. 25) 

' Let us joyfully celebrate the conversion of the holy Apostle Paul. 

O GOD, Who through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint 
Paul hast caused the light of Thy Gospel to shine to the Gentile world, 
give us grace ever to joy in the saving light of Thy Gospel and to spread 
it to the uttermost parts of the earth; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen. 

Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr, 165, (Jan. 26). Polycarp, whose 
name signifies much fruit, was ordained to the Sacred Ministry by Saint 
John the Evangelist. He became bishop of Smyrna. 

Epistle: 1 John 3, 10-16. Gospel: St. Matt. 16, 24-26. 

O GOD, whose grace appointed Saint Polycarp to the Holy Ministry 
of Thy Church, taught him to preach Thy Word, and made him strong 
to persevere to the end; grant that we, after his example, may set before 
Thy people a pattern of holy living, and may be ready patiently to suffer 
for Thy truth’s sake. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, ete. 


Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Confessor, 407. (Jan. 27) Called 
Chrysostom, the golden mouthed preacher, because of his eloquence. 

Epistle: 2 Tim. 4, 1-8. Gospel: St. Matt. 5, 13-19. 

MAY heavenly grace, we beseech The, O Lord, enrich Thy Church 
which Thou didst vouchsafe to enlighten with the glorious virtues and 
preaching of Saint John Chrysostom, Thy confessor and bishop. Through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth, etc. Amen. 

Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr, 110. (Feb. 1) Early 
father and teacher of the church. Epistle: Rom. 8, 35-39. Gospel: St. 
John 12, 24-26. 

© God, whose grace appointed Saint Ignatius to the Holy Ministry of 
Thy Church, taught him to preach Thy Word, and made him strong to 
persevere to the end; grant that we, after his example, may set before Thy 
people a pattern of holy living, and may be ready patiently to suffer for 
Thy truth’s sake. Through Jesus Christ, Thy son, our Lord, etc. Amen. 


PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD AND PURIFICATION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (Feb. 2) 

(See article.) 

Saint Ansgar, Apostle to the North, Bishop, 864. (Feb. 3) 

Epistle: Heb. 7, 7-27. Gospel: St. Matt. 24, 42-47. 

GIVE ear, we beseech Thee, O Lord, unto our prayers, which we 
offer on the soluemnity of Saint Ansgar, Thy bishop, and grant us grace 
to worthily proclaim Thy saving truths after His example; through Jesus 
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, etc. Amen. 

Saint Titus, Bishop of Crete and Confessor, (Feb. 6) 

Epistle: Heb. 7, 7-27. Gospel: St. Matt. 24, 42-47. 

GRANT, we beseech Thee, O blessed Lord, that we who commem- 
orate Thy holy confessor and bishop, Saint Titus, may increase in faith 
and love towards Thee, the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. Who 
livest, etc. Amen. 

Blessed Martin Luther, Confessor and Doctor, 1546. (Feb. 18) 

Epistle: 2 Tim. 4, 1-8. Gospel: St. Matt. 5, 13-19. 

ALMIGHTY and merciful God, Who by Thy grace didst raise up 
blessed Martin Luther in Thy Church to be a witness and defender of 
Thy Gospel: Show forth in us, we beseech Thee, the power of that grace, 
that by Thine inspiration we may know Thy will, and by Thy mighty 
operation we may be able to perform the same, through Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Lord, etc. Amen. 


FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Kept on the last Sunday in Epiphany according to the Lutheran 
calendar. (See article “The Epiphany Light.”) 
SAINT MATTHIAS, APOSTLE AND MARTYR, (Feb. 24) 

Antiphon to Magnificat: Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, 
and when they shall separate from you, and shall reproach you, and cast 
out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. 

ALMIGHTY God, who into the place of the traitor Judas didst 
choose Thy faithful sehvant, Saint Matthias, grant that Thy Church, ever 
being preserved from false apostles, may continually abide in the doctrine 


of Thy true Apostles; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth, etc. Amen. 


THE EPIPHANY LIGHT 


PROLOGUE 


Epiphany means “manifestation, that is, to touch by hand, to make it 
plain.” This is the sense of the word from the Greek. In the Liturgy and 
usage of the Church, it means “the shining of the light.” 

We deplore the modern Sunday and Church School “programs” that 
do violence to the Church Year. The Feasts of the Nativity and of the 
Epiphany should not be confused. All the Christmas services for such 
occasions that have come to us have been so. It is a difficult task to get 
the children of our parishes to tell either of the two events correctly. For 
your own observation, ask any child at random to do so, and the jumbled 
answer received will probably run something like this: “The little baby 
Jesus—I mean our Lord Jesus—was born in a manger. Some shepherds 
were watching their sheep in the field and they saw a bright star in the 
sky and followed it to the manger. The shepherds knelt down and then 
they opened some boxes and gave Him presents of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. Then they got on their camels and went back to their home 
country.” 

Commercial houses, whose only interest in the season seems to be a 
monetary one, add further confusion. Christmas greeting cards show the 
shepherds following a star; the shepherds ride gorgeously trimmed camels 
and hold long crooks in their hands; wise men and shepherds are por- 
trayed kneeling side by side at the manger. Any conscientious Bible- 
reading Christian knows better than that! 

This is not to say that there is no intimate, organic unity between the 
nativity and the epiphany of our Lord. We do not wish to imply any 
such thing, any more than we would deny that there is any continuity or 
connection between the prophecy of Simeon (the Gospel for the First 
Sunday after Christmas) and the account of our Lord’s sufferings on Good 
Friday. The connection between our Lord’s birth and His various epi- 
phanies is clear and unmistaken from the Sacred Record. The unity is 
logical, purposeful, planned from “the fundations of the world.” There 
is meaning and sense to it. The key is in the word LIGHT! 


THE SCENES 
I. The Epiphany of our Lord 

The theme of LIGHT predominates, especially so in the Collect, the 
Epistle, the Gradual and the Gospel. Let us deal briefly with each: 

Collect: ““O God, Who by the leading of a star didst manifest Thy 
Only-begotten Son to the Gentiles... .” 

Epistle: “Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His 
glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, 
eed 
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Gradual: “Arise, and shine, O Jerusalem: for the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.” 

Gospel: “‘.... for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to 
worship Him... . and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. And when 
they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary, His 
mother, and fell down and worshipped him... . ” 


Il. The First Sunday After the Epiphany 

With this Sunday’s propers begins a different, a subjective phase 
of manifestation and revelation. Hitherto, as evidenced by the above litur- 
gical propria, the manifestations have been objective, that is, by others 
than our Lord. The shepherds were guided by the angels; Simeon was 
permitted to see his Savious as the fulfillment of God’s direct promise ; 
the wise men were guided by the star. With this Sunday’s lesson, Christ 
begins His self-revelation through acts and words. The Light of life 
shows forth His divine origin and purpose for coming into the world, 
gradually, yes, but unmistakenly. 

In the Gospel for the Day, He manifests His knowledge of His 
Father’s Word. Tarrying behind in the court of the temple, He amazes 
the learned doctors of the Sacred Law with His answers. They are talk- 
ing with Her Son of the Law and the Prophets. He puts questions to 
them in return and they are astonished that a Boy of twelve should know 
the words of the Lord so well. He gives light to those entrusted with 
the Light of Israel! 

The Light of life shows forth His divine origin and His purpose for 
coming into the world. “....and His mother said unto Him, Son, why 
hast Thou thus dealt with us? Behold, Thy father and I have sought 
thee sorrowing. And He said unto them, How is it that ye sought Me, 
wist ye know that I mus tbe about my Father’s business.” And the 
Evangelist goes on to say, “And they understood not the saying which he 
spake unto them.” 


III. The Second Sunday After the Epiphany 

The Epistle, Romans 12:6-15, gives light on Christian conduct and 
daily living. 

The Gospel, that of the wedding at Cana, where our Lord performed 
His first recorded miracle by turning the water into wine, and where He 
blessed the festivities of the marriage by His presence, is also the first 
manifestation of His power over nature. “This beginning of miracles 
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth His glory; and His 
disciples believed in him.” 


IV. The Third Sunday After Epiphany 

This Epistle too, Romans 12:16-21, gives light on Christian living. 
The Gospel for the Day shows forth Jesus’ power over sickness and dis- 
ease. He heals the leper and the centurion’s son. The leper, in returning 
to the priest, is to offer a testimony of His power. Jesus is Judge! 


V. The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 

In the Gospel, we see Christ’s power over the forces of nature by His 
stilling the storm. “But the men marvelled, saying, ‘What manner of man 
is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him.’ ” 
VI. The Fifth Sunday After Epiphany , 

In S. Matthew 13:24-30, Jesus shows Himself as Teacher and as 
Judge of the world. He instructs the people through parable on the na- 
ture, progress and history of His messianic kingdom, the Church. 
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VII. The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

LIGHT! 

Introit: “The lightnings lightened the world; the earth trembled and 
shook.” 

Epistle: 2 Peter 1:16-21, ““We have also a more sure work of pro- 
phecy ; whereunto ye do well that ve take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.” 

Gospel: “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John, 
his brother, and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart, and was 
transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and His rai- 
ment was white as the light.” 

The Transfiguration is the Feast and the Victory of Light (Papini). 
Here, speaking with the scions of the Old Covenant, Moses and Elias, 
Jesus receives the divine chrismos of the Father. He is Prophet, Priest 


and King! 
EPILOGUE 


But it is not enough merely to contemplate the glories and radiance of 
Christ. Mere knowledge of the life and works of Jesus do not mark the 
true follower of the Redeemer. This God-Man, the Light of life, also 
said to His disciples, “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 
a bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it giveth unto all that are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” We, as Christians, must 
be “light-bearers.” 

And this light-bearing, of necessity, like charity, begins at home. If 
we are truly and sincerely Christ’s, we must show it! Not for show, not 
in self-deceiving hypocrisy, but in earnest! Let us show the world that 
our homes are Christ’s! 

How shall we do this? By putting Him first and foremost in our 
homes. Let the Holy Family, rather than the Jones’ next door, be our 
model. This means Family Worship, Prayer, Scripture Reading, a com- 
plete permeation of the family life with the presence of Christ. Religious 
literature, the Church Paper, good wholesome books of fiction rather than 
“Superman” and the thousand and one varieties of debasing comic pamph- 
lets. The Christianizing of Christmas, the use of such helpful customs 
and aids as the Creche under the tree, the reading of the Nativity and 
Epiphany accounts at the proper times, the Advent wreath as a method 
to teach our children the sacred prophecies concerning the Messiah and 
their fulfillment in the New Testament, the Blessing of a New Home, 
which appeared some time ago in the “Lutheran,” the use of sacred objects 
in the home as silent testimonials of our faith, such as the crucifix, holy 
pictures and statues, the churching of women after childbirth, the com- 
memoration of baptismal and confirmation, wedding anniversaries, all 
these are suggestions by which He may be given primacy in our home life. 
And, in closing, what about that gem of Christian instruction, Luther’s 
Small Catechism, which, if my memory serves me correctly, contains this 
injunction, at the beginning of each part: “In the plain form in which 
the head of the family shall teach them to his household.” 


—Stephen Bendes 


‘Behold the Lord and Ruler is 
come to holy temple, Allletuia 


A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GENTILES 


(Candlemas ) 


The second of February has a three-fold significance for us Christians. 
Our calendar has given it two names, the Feast of the Presentation of Our 
Lord in the temple, and the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, one of the four Mary-days found in Lutheran calenders. The third 
commemoration is that of the aged man of God, Saint Simeon, and of his 
inspired canticle of praise for having been privileged to behold so great 
a salvation in that helpless Babe cradled in his aged arms. 

Forty days after the birth of Jesus, “when the days of her purification 
were fulfilled according to the Law of Moses,” Joseph and Mary brought 
the Holy Child to Jerusalem to carry out the precepts of the Law of the 
Lord. One was the “redemption” of the first born son, and the other the 
“purification” of the mother after childbirth, Thus our Blessed Lord 
was again made subject to the Law for us that He might free us from the 
Law and carry out the Will of His Heavenly Father. Coming into His 
Father’s house for the first time, our Lord renewed the dedication of 
Himself to the Father. As Son of God, He needed not to subject Himself 
to the Law of the Temple. As Son of Man and the Messiah, He had 
dedicated Himself wholly to the service of God at His Incarnation. Yet 
God’s perfect Servant goes to God’s altar, overshadowed by the same 
humility which surrounded His manger-bed. An English hymnwriter 
portrays this entrance of the King of kings into His temple in the follow- 
ing words: 


Hail, to the Lord Who comes, But borne upon the throne 
Comes to His Temple Gate! Of Mary’s gentle breast, 

Not with His Angel host, Watch'd by her duteous love, 
Not in His Kingly state; In her fond arms at rest; 

No shouts proclaim Him nigh, Thus to His Father’s House 
No crowds His coming wait. He comes, the heavenly guest. 


The second precept of the Law was fulfilled by Mary, the bearer of 
the Incarnate Word. She presented herself for her purification. Surely 
she, the pure and holy maid of Nazareth, needed no external levitical 
purification for the very fact that she had given birth to Jesus in a virginal 
manner. Following the custom of all pious Hebrew women, Mary too 
fulfilled the requirements of the Law, and in humility and obedience she 
was the first to become conformed to the Son of God Who subjected Him- 
self to circumcision and all the other burdens of the Law for our redemp- 
tion. The human mother, chosen by God the Father and overshadowed by 
God the Holy Ghost, offers her sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for 
the Incarnation of God the Son. 

The glory of the Eternal Son of God, which manifested itself on many 
occasions during His state of humiliation, was also evident at the Presen- 
tation. The Holy Family, bearing the Lord of the Temple into its Sacred 
portals, were greeted by Simeon, a representative of the prophets who 
had foretold His coming. This just and devout man, described by Saint 
Luke, had an unshaken faith in the promise of Israel and an ardent de- 
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sire to behold the Consolation of God. Representing sinful mankind, 
whom Christ has come to redeem from the tyranny of sin, Simeon hails 
the “Light to lighten the Gentiles.” He receives Him who comes to make 
us partakers of His light and to grant unto us true sonship with the 
Father. With holy joy we too may now sing the Song of Simeon at Com- 
pline and in our post-Communion office for Jesus Christ, true God be- 
gotten of the Father from eternity and true Man born of the Virgin Mary 
was presented in the Temple to fulfill the Father’s will and to begin the 
oblation which would be completed by His all-sufficient sacrifice upon the 
cross. Christ, our Light, comes to us in the precious Means of Grace and 
is reflected in us by a life that is well pleasing unto Him. 

It is natural that such a Feast day, commemorating so many glorious 
truths of Sacred Scripture, should be observed with much thanksgiving 
to God for revealing Himself to us in His Divine Son. Quite early the 
custom arose among Christians, of bearing lighted candles in procession 
which is of course associated by the symbolism with the Light to lighten 
the Gentiles of which Saint Simeon sang. Before the procession, the 
candles to be borne, together with those to be used for the entire year, 
were blessed, and set aside by the Word of God and prayer, since they 
were to be used in His service, and honor. Like so many laudable and 
pious Christian customs, which have as their purpose the glorification of 
our Lord and the instruction of His faithful, this too has fallen into disuse 
and has given way to less Christ-centered suggestions of commercially- 
minded candle manufacturers or has been completely swallowed up in our 
undue neglect of the spiritual. 

The following rubrics are given for those who wish to again make 
use of this service, that the truths which it expresses might become a part 
of parish life. 

THE BLESSING OF THE CANDLES AND PROCESSION 

The candles to be blessed are placed on a table on the Epistle side of 
the altar. The Pastor prays the following collects, while the congregtion 


stands: 
V. The Lord be with you. 
R. And with thy spirit. 
(In saying the blessing, he turns towards the candles 
to sign the Cross over them.) 
Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY and eternal God, who didst will that Thine only-begot- 
ten Son should this day be presented in Thy Holy Temple and held in 
Holy Simeon’s arms; vouchsafe to bless +, hallow +, and illumine with 
Thy heavenly benediction these candles which we desire to light and bear 
in honor of Thy Holy Name. Grant us then, O Lord, our God, worthily 
to offer the same to Thee, that we ourselves may be kindled with the holy 
light of Thy most gracious countenance, and made worthy to be presented 
unto Thee in the holy temple of Thine eternal glory, through the same 
Thy Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee,.in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end... R. Amen. 

Let us pray. 

O HOLY LORD, Father Almighty, Light unfailing, the Maker of 
all created light; bless + these lights to be borne by Thy faithful people 
in honor of Thy name; and grant that ourselves, being sanctified and 
blessed by Thee, may be illumined with the brightness of Thy countenance. 
And as with that same glory Thou madest the face of Thy servant Moses 
to shine, grant that, our hearts and all our senses being filled with light, 
we be found worthy of the vision of Thine eternal splendor, through 
our Lord. R. Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY and eternal God, who hast dispelled our darkness, and 
kindled the light of faith and truth, by the one unfailing Light, Thine 
Only-begotten Son, incarnate of the Virgin Mary; mercifully grant that 
as by outward light our eyes are lightened, so may our souls be gladdened 
by that which shineth within; through the same Thy Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. R. Amen. 

(The choir sings the Nunc Dimittis, “A Light To Lighten the Gen- 
tiles: and the Glory of Thy People Israel,” being sung both as an antiphon 
and as a refrain between each verse, including the Gloria Patri. While 
the Nunc Dimittis is thus sung, the people come to the communion rail 
to receive a candle, then returning to their seats.) When all have received 
candles, the pastor washes his hands at the credence, and turning to the 
people says: 

V. Let us go forth in peace: 
R. In the Name of Christ. Amen. 
(The procession, led by crucifer and torchbearers, the choir and celebrant 
following, is made, bearing the lights and chanting the following, or a 
proper hymn) : 
Adorna Thalamum 

O Zion, adorn thy bride-chamber: and receive Christ thy King. 

Behold Mary, bearing in her arms the King of glory of the new 
light. 

She sented a virgin: yet beareth a Son begotten before the 
morning star. 

Whom Simeon took in his arms: declaring to all nations that he 
is Lord of life and death, and Savior of the world. 

Responsum Accepit 

It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost: that he should 
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

And when they brought the child into the temple, then took he 
Him in his arms, and blessed God and said: Lord, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace. 

The Hymn: “Thou Light of Gentile Nations” 

While returning to the altar shall be sung: 

Obtulerunt 

They offered for him unto the Lord a pair of turtle doves or two 
young pigeons: as it is written in the law of the Lord. 

When the days of Mary’s purification according to the Law of 
Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to 
= him to the Lord: as it is written in the law of the 

ord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 
as it is written in the law of the Lord. 

A Sung Eucharist follows. Christ, the Light of the world, again 
manifests the light of His Grace in the hearts of His believers as He 
comes in His Sacramental majesty to strengthen and forgive. 

During the chanting of the Gradual and Tract, the acolytes pass 
through the aisles lighting the candles which are held by the people at the 
reading of the Holy Gospel. 

Be Thou our Joy and Brightness, our cheer in pain and loss, 

Our Sun in darkest terror, the Glory round our cross, 

A Star for sinking spirits, a Beacon jn distress, 

Physician, Friends, in sickness, in death, our Happiness. 
—Richard Klopf 
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FROM THE PAST 


(Loehe’s ‘“‘Haus-Schul-und Kirchenbuch,” Vol. IT) 


HOLY PEOPLE 

All Christians, that is all who are separated from the world and sanc- 
tified unto the Lord by the Word of God and prayer, are holy people. In 
1 Peter 2:9 they are called ‘“‘a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people.” It is true that in all ages there have 
been such among the Christians to whom these lofty names can not be 
applied and whom the Lord does not acknowledge as His own. And so 
men have distinguished between them and the true members of the Church 
by designating only the latter as the Church in the real sense of the word, 
namely the invisible Church; while the name visible Church has commonly 
been applied to the great mingled company of those who come to hear the 
Word and to pray. In the Holy Scriptures we do not find a marked 
emphasis upon this distinction, and the Apostles treated the entire body 
as if it were made up altogether of sincere Christians. In their time 
there was far less reason than now for doubting the sincerity of the in- 
dividual. Hope and trust were dominant characteristics of the day. Later, 
however, when whole nations were indiscriminately admitted into the 
Church without any kind of examination, Christian discipline fell away 
more and more, and it grew necessary to attach great importance to this 
distinction, since the outward appearance of the Church increasingly be- 
came the opposite of what it was supposed to be, and men therefore 
needed for their consolation to believe in an invisible Church. The Lord 
did indeed establish a Church that was to flourish as a Communion of 
Saints in the midst of a crooked world, and influence the latter for bless- 
ing. But when men must comfort themselves by remembering the invisible 
seven thousand of the Prophet Elijah, because all Israel as far as one can 
see has given itself to the service of Baal, then the evil day has come in 
which the prophets no longer excuse the people, but rather accuse them, 
and one after another announces to them the impending punishment of the 
Lord. God foresaw and foretold such evil days, but they were not a part 
of His will. It is not His will that the true Church should be concealed 
among the multitude of the wicked, but rather that it should be clearly 
revealed. As St. Paul writes to the Philippians, in chapter 2, verse 15, 
she and her members are to be “blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,” 
among whom they are to shine as lights in the world. 

This Communion of Saints, whose true nature is concealed as the 
soul is in the body, but which sheds its light and influence abroad every- 
where and at all times, is not a disorganized band but an organized King- 
dom. In the wonderful parables of the body (1 Cor. 12) and the temple 
(1 Pet. 2), we clearly see that God desires His Church to be not simply 
a company of believers who have no concern for one another, but a well- 
ordered whole. 

This sanctified whole is not yet completed, the Bride of the Lamb is not 
ready. This will not be accomplished until the last day. The parables of 
the body and the temple do not refer to the Church of any one time or 
country, but they embrace all. places and all times, and reveal in one vast 
company all the spoils of Christ’s victory, all whom He triumphantly takes 
with ‘Him into eternal life—they show us the Church as she is to be in 
eternity. 

While all believers who are added to the spiritual temple enjoy like 
— rank through their separation from the world, through the Word 
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of God and the Sacraments, and through their own and their brethren’s 
prayers, there are nonetheless differences among them. Even a priesthood 
and a royal people needs to be well ordered. Though all are priests 
and kings, no one lives unto himself, no one pretends to have all gifts, no 
one claims to be able to do all works; but there is among them a diversity 
of gifts and offices. 

This great diversity of members, gifts and offices has been arranged 
by God in a holy and orderly manner, as is clearly shown by such passages 
as 1 Cor. 12 and Eph. 4. If we look first on the times that the Church 
must fulfill, we find first and last stones that must be added to the holy 
building. We find first of all the Stone that the builders rejected, but 
which became the chief cornerstone. On this living Stone all the other 
living stones are built up. First the foundation stones, the holy Apostles 
and Prophets of the New Testament, as we read in Eph. 2:20. Upon this 
holy foundation the great temple of Christ’s Holy Body continues to be 
built, and in such a way that we cannot fail to recognize its ordered beauty 
and symmetry. 

Whereas in the parable of the temple we have a glimpse of the 
eternal repose that the Church enjoys and the blessedness that is hers be- 
cause of Him who dwells within her, in the parable of the body we see 
how the Church is created for a holy activity which the Spirit of Christ 
works in her. In particular do we learn from this parable how, according 
to Eph. 4:16, all the members from the Head downward are joined to- 
gether, and one member serves another according to the working of the 
several parts, so that thus the body increases to its own edification. While 
in the first parable the Apostles appear as foundation stones, in the second 
we find them as most highly honored members of the body, and next to 
them the evangelists, shepherds and teachers, each according to the meas- 
ure of his gifts, his office and his powers, as St. Paul writes in 1 Cor. 
12:28. As the whole body is holy, so also all these gifts and offices and 
powers are holy, and through their working together the Church of Christ 
‘is finally completed unto the day of the Lord. 

All the members of Christ are holy. Yet in view of the many im- 
perfections even of the believers, men have at all times required that those 
members of the Church to whom God has given particular gifts, offices, 
and powers should be especially holy, and in the faith that they would 
vindicate this expectation have called them holy people— 

Holy Apostles, 
Holy Prophets, 
Holy Evangelists. Eph. 4:11. 


Indeed, even the shepherds and teachers are called holy people, and the 
younger generation is likewise taught to esteem them as such. 

Of these holy people, only the shepherds and teachers remain. The 
line of apostles is ended as surely as the foundation of the Church is 
completed. Like the apostles, the evangelists will not return again. The 
shepherds and teachers, however, will remain until the end. The former 
have a double title in Holy Scripture—they are called elders and bishops, 
as we see from Acts 20:17, 28. The first is an honorary title, but the 
sceond, that of bishop or overseer, points to their duty to watch over the 
flock of Christ, and is very closely related to the title of shepherd. At 
present we do not use the, terms elders and bishops, but speak instead of 
pastors. In olden times the churches were wont to have several elders, 
sometimes twelve, after the number of the apostles, in some cases even 
thirty or forty. With so many elders and bishops in one congregation, it 
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was necessary to arrange them according to some kind of rank, and so. 
we find the office of the Chief Shepherds, who alone were known as. 


bishops, while the others continued to be called presbyters or elders. The 


angels of the seven churches in Asia, to whom the Lord addressed. the. 


seven letters mentioned in Rev. 2 and 3, can have been none other than 
the Chief Shepherds of those churches. God honors them by giving them 
the title of angels, wherefore the office of Chief Shepherd appears to be 
confirmed and blessed by the Lord. [From the book of Acts it seems quite 
well established that the Apostle James was bishop of Jerusalem; just as 
we are able to gather what the bishop’s duties were by reading Paul’s 
charges to Timothy and Titus. 

Until the time of the Reformation all the churches retained the office 
of the presbyters, and of the chief. among them—the bishop. In most 
Lutheran churches it was lost, much to their hurt, as Luther and Melanch- 
ton realized too late. Hence we now retain only shepherds and teachers, 
the pastors of the congregations, whom the Holy Spirit sets over the 
churches, as we see in Acts 20. 

In addition to the office of shepherd, there was, as we learn from 
Acts 6, the office of deacons, that is to say servants, whose duty is to 
care for the poor and the sick. Today the deacons as they are found in 
various churches are no longer charged with caring for the needy, but 
are elders to assist the pastor, much as the elders in the early days were 
subordinated to the bishops. Perhaps God will grant that the care of the 
poor, and with it the office of the early deacons, will be revived, for it is 
shameful, after all, that the Church of God should give this duty over to 
the state, which has no power to move the hearts of men to charity, 
whereas she herself, in the Gospel, possesses the most effective means to 
this end, and in addition is called and commissioned by the Lord to show 
kindness to the poor. 

Besides the deacons there were in olden times deaconesses, whose 
duty it was to care for the women who were poor and sick. This office 
gradually disappeared, both in the East and in the West, and the care of 
the female poor and sick was left to volunteer organizations and individ- 
uals ; but of late the office of deaconess has been revived in the Churches. 

In addition to the holy people named so far, the ancient Church also 
had sub-deacons, who assisted the deacons; acolytes, who were meant 
for the personal service of the bishops; exorcists, who attended to those 
who were possessed by evil spirits; and readers, who had the duties now 
commonly assigned to the sacristan. And lastly there are in our churches 
today the precentors, who may also be organists, and sometimes, as in our 
country church, even sextons and bell ringers. 

Among those who are thought of as holy people among us, the pastors 
and teachers are ordained into their office by prayer and the laying on of 
hands, after the manner of the early apostles. 


—Esther Feddersen 
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REVIEWS AND NOTES 


EX ORIENTE LUX! Once again the Atlantic District Steward- 
ship Committee, 1819 Broadway, New York 22, has added a must to the 
devotional life of the members of the UNA SANCTA. In the latest 
daily readings: “O Come, Let Us Worship and Bow Down,” written by 
the Rev. Berthold von Schenk, the full, complete and more abundant life 
in the Most High is made available to all who confess s the holy catholic 
faith. 


The author begins with the keystone of Christian living: worship. 
He then proceeds to lead the faithful through worship to the more abund- 
ant, God-filled life, contrasting the worship of the Pharisee and publican 
in the temple, the worship of the Centurion of Capernaum, the parable of 
the hearers and doers of God’s precious Word, the parable of the soils. 
In Meditation 6 the Pastor of Our Saviour, New York City, gives briefly 
but completely, the teaching of the Holy Church about Holy Communion. 


The HOUR OF WORSHIP takes the reader through the glorious 
heritage of our Liturgy, pointing out that this Liturgy, which is the Lord 
dwelling within us completely by Word and Sacrament, is a daily and 
weekly reminder of our great work; to be carriers of the Body and Per- 
sonality of the Lord JESUS CHRIST. Especially of note is the section 
on The Offertory, presented from the positive, aggressive Word that - 
“In this money, O LORD, I offer Thee Myself, wholly, uncondition- 
ally.” The author gives a very fine and personal commentary on the Our 
Father: it must be read, studied, lived, and experienced daily by each 
faithful soul. 

“He has called you to Himseli—*Come.” Now He tells you—‘‘Go.” 
And when you go, bear witness, you will receive power. If you want 
power then witness, tell others about your wonderful Christ, are the clos- 
ing, trechant words of this excellent booklet on the power of God that is 
ours through Holy Word and Blessed Sacrament. 

—William J. Seebeck 
* K 

This issue is called Christmastide. We know that it will be past 
December 25 when you read this. With general conditions as they still 
are, with one of our editors an army chaplain in Europe, and with re- 
fusals on articles now and then, the life of the editorial staff is a bit like 
the way of the transgressor. But let’s not forget, as so many do forget, 
that Christmas is a season, not just a day. The Bethlehem birth is the 
center of the great Nativity cycle which includes Advent and actually 
runs to the Festival of the Transfiguration in the Lutheran calendar. 
Anyone who can adequately celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world 
in one day is too fast for us. So it’s still Christmas. May yours be a 
blessed one. 

* * * 

“Sursum Corda” does not overlap the work of UNA SANCTA, but 
the two periodicals are complementary to each other. For seven years 
“Sursum Corda,” edited by the Rev. C. B. Lund, has been determinedly 
educating in the field of church music—for organists, choirmasters, chor- 
isters, and pastors. It contains valuable anthem inserts in each issue— 
not fragments, but the entire anthem. It has no rival in all of American 
protestantism, not to mention the Lutheran communion. It deserves the 
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use and encouragement of the readers of UNA SANCTA, for in its way 
it is contributing to the Una Sancta in the full and fine meaning of the 
terms. 

“Sursum Corda,” now a quarterly, costs $1.50 per year single sub- 
scription, or $1.00 each in clubs of five or more. The editorial address 
is 2050 Stanford Ave., St. Paul 5, Minnesota. 


* OK 


To Christians, the Una Sancta, the one holy catholic church, is the 
most glorious thing on earth. The church is the family of God, and its 
family name is Una Sancta. The term “Una Sancta” is the Latin for 
“one holy” as we confess when we say in the Nicene Creed, “I believe 
in one holy catholic (Christian) and apostolic Church.” In this holy 
family are united the faithful of all time in the mystical Body of Christ. 
We refer to it as the holy catholic church, or universal church, because it 
embraces all believers. We speak of the church as being one—one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; so also one holy church. The most unique feature 
of the Una Sancta is that Christ is the Head. This glorious communion 
of saints would be incomplete, even lost, without the Head, Christ. We 
are the body. Our Lord said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” This 
vine has its roots in the very beginning of time. It will culminate in 
eternity. This must be, for the Una Sancta is not an institution of the 
world. It is divine. It is the very Kingdom of God. 


OK K 


The writers in this issue are: the Rev. J. Madsen of Brush, Colo- 
rado; Seminarian Richard Klopf of St. Louis; the Rev. Stephen Bendes, 
pastor of Bethlehem Church, Etna, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Miss Ether 
Feddersen of St. Louis; the Rev. William J. Seebeck, pastor of Grace 
Memorial Church, St. Louis. 
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Christ be thy Light this year, 
And thou, when things look dark and dim, 
Light not thy little rush light. 

See by Him who marks what is 

From what doth appear. 

Christ be thy Light this year. 


Christ be thy Strength this year 
And thou, when thou shalt weary feel 

Or weak, 
Do not in creature prop or comfort seek. 
Lean all thy weight upon this Brother dear. 
Christ be thy strength this year. 


Christ be thy Peace this year. 

And do not thou, 
When storm winds toss thy breast, 
In things of sense look to find calm or rest. 
Unto the Prince of Peace creep very near. 
Christ be thy Peace this year. 


Christ be thy Love this year. 
Mayest thou love Him with all thou hast 
And art. 
May He love thee still more 
With His great heart— 
Keach grow to each more intimate and dear. 
Christ be thy Love this year. 


—luthor Unknown 
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